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Sharp fighting developed southeast of Phnom Penh over
the weekend as Cambodian Army 2nd Division units attempted
to dislodgelKhmer Communist forces from positions between
the Bassac and Mekong rivers. North of the capital,
elements of the Army's 7th Division continued their advance
along Route 5, overrunning an insﬁrgent command post and
killing 33 Coﬁmunists. Government forces at nearby Lovek
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Farther afield, government defenders at the provin-
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cial caéitals of Kompong Thom and Prey Veng continue to
counter insurgent initiatives. ‘In the far southwest, however,
‘insurgent ground atﬁacks have forced government troops into
a donstricted perimeter at the Route 4 garrison‘town of
" Rompong seila.” - - e

The government, meanwhile, has successfully completéd
the evacuation Qf some 8,000 civilians and 1,150 troops
of Phnom Penh.' The Bamnak evacudes were relocated to the’
" town of Krakor on Route 5, against no opposition. The Bamnak
garrison had been under seige since late January. Its aban-

donment eliminates the last significant government position

west of Route 5 in the Pursat area.
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